Tutoring
We acknowledge that some students at Melbourne High School may engage a private tutor in one or more subjects at various points during their schooling.
Private tutoring can be a useful adjunct to a student’s education however, it must not replace classroom learning or the guidance provided by teachers at school.
Families should also be aware that private tutoring companies operate as commercial businesses. Some use marketing tactics designed to create anxiety or urgency, including claims on social media that “all students have tutors” or that students are “missing out” if they do not. These claims are misleading and are intended to encourage families to commit, often with significant upfront payments.
The tutoring industry is largely unregulated. Tutors may have limited qualifications and, in many cases, may have only recently completed secondary school themselves. In contrast, all teachers at Melbourne High School have completed accredited education qualifications or post‑graduate studies, hold Working With Children Checks, and are registered with the Victorian Institute of Teaching. Teachers are also required to undertake ongoing professional learning each year to ensure their practice and subject knowledge remain current.
Expectations for Students
To ensure that students benefit fully from their education at Melbourne High School, the following expectations apply:
· Students must engage with and complete work set by their teachers during class time.
· School‑set work must always take priority over any work provided by a tutor.
· Students are expected to complete work for the subject being taught in that class (for example, English work should not be completed during Mathematics) unless explicit permission has been given by the teacher.
· Students will not leave school or school events early to engage with a tutor. Please note that for senior students, although there are no scheduled classes on Wednesday afternoons, this time is reserved for school activities, including SACs. 
Issues We Have Encountered
In previous years, the school has observed many issues arising from inappropriate or poorly managed tutoring arrangements, including:
· Families paying large sums of money upfront to tutoring companies for subjects that the student did not ultimately complete, with no refund provided.
· Students failing subjects because they prioritised tutor‑set work over school‑based learning and assessment.
· Students under‑performing academically because they worked ahead with tutors and missed the foundational classroom instruction required for deep understanding.
· Students following advice from tutors about School Assessed Coursework (SACs) that was based on outdated study designs or was inconsistent with advice from teachers and the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA), resulting in significantly poorer assessment outcomes.
Final Considerations
Whether or not your family chooses to engage a tutor is a personal decision. Please be assured that private tutoring is not required for students to succeed at Melbourne High School. Our teachers are highly qualified, experienced, and committed to supporting every student’s learning and progress.
When considering tutoring, we encourage families to reflect carefully on whether it represents value for money and whether it genuinely supports—rather than undermines—your child’s school education.

